THE KUNENBEEG.                                    209

engage with; for he hoped that now the knowledge and employ-
ments, which he had so much despised at home, would stand him
in good stead.

From this period a new life began for him. He went to live
with the farmer, and was numbered among his family. With his
trade, he likewise changed his garb. He was so good, so helpful
and kindly; he stood to his task so honestly, that ere long every
member of the house, especially the daughter, had a friendly feel-
ing to him. Every Sunday, when he saw her going to church, he
was standing with a fair nosegay ready for Elizabeth; and then
she used to thank him with blushing kindliness: he felt her ab-
sence, on days when he did not chance to see her; and at night,
she would tell him tales and pleasant histories. Day by day they
grew more necessary to each other; and the parents, who observed
it, did not seem to think it wrong; for Christian was the most
industrious and handsomest youth in the village. They them-
selves had, at first sight, felt a touch of love and friendship for
him. After half a year, Elizabeth became his wife. Spring was
come back; the swallows and the singing-birds had revisited the
land; the garden was standing in its fairest trim; the marriage
was celebrated with abundant mirth; bride and bridegroom seemed
intoxicated with their happiness. Late at night, when they re-
tired to their chamber, the husband whispered to his wife : " No,
thou art not that form which once charmed me in a dream, and
, which I never can entirely forget; but I am happy beside thee,
and blessed that thou art mine."

How delighted was the family, when, within a year, it became
augmented by a little daughter, who was baptised Leonora. Chris-
tian's looks, indeed, would sometimes take a rather grave expres-
sion as he gazed on the child; but his youthful cheeriness con-
tinually returned. He scarcely ever thought of his former way of
life, for he felt himself entirely domesticated and contented. Yet,
some months afterwards, his parents came into his mind; and ho
thought how much his father, in particular, would be rejoiced to
see his peaceful happiness, his station as husbandman and gar-
dener ; it grieved him that he should have utterly forgotten his
father and mother for so long a time; his own only child made
known to him the joy which children afford to parents; so at last
he took the resolution to set out, and again revisit home.

Unwillingly he left his wife ; all wished him speed; and the
season .being fine, he went off on foot. Already at the distance of
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